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Macedonia: Intro

Macedonia is a small Balkan country, proud of its rich and troubled history, fascinating culture and 

immense beauty. The warmth of its people, the taste of its food and wine as well as the 

magnificence of its main sights will undoubtedly leave you breathless. Dubbed “the Cinderella of 

the former Yugoslavia” by Hilary Bradt, the publisher of Bradt travel guide to Macedonia, this 

Balkan gem boasts the spectacular UNESCO-protected Ohrid Lake and town, the Galičica National 

Park, the buzzing capital city of Skopje, the magnificent Prespa Lake and more.
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Ohrid – “Jerusalem of the Balkans”

Ohrid once had 365 churches, one for each day of the year and was hence dubbed a “Jerusalem 
of the Balkans”. Historians don’t know for sure whether this was ever so but has certainly 
become a local myth. In any case, Ohrid is a home to many interesting churches and six of them 
are situated within the town of Ohrid.  

The most popular church in Ohrid is St Jovan Kaneo Church, mostly because of its wonderful 
location on the cliffs. Visitors come here to enjoy a spectacular view over Ohrid Lake and the 
surrounding landscape. It is also the most iconic church in Ohrid. St Jovan Kaneo Church was built 
in the 13th century in Byzantine style, with some Armenian influence. 
 

The beautiful Ohrid lake in Macedonia is the perfect choice for those looking to 
travel somewhere new and unspoiled by massive tourism. A direct flight from 
London Airports to Ohrid takes around 3 hours and 15 minutes, taking you to one of 
the most beautiful lakes in Europe and one of the oldest in the whole world.
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Ohrid Summer Festival & Nighlife

     Ohrid Summer Festival was founded in the 1960s. It takes place 

from mid-July until mid-August every year, hosting various 

international artists and performers. Concerts of classical 

music are held in historical venues all over Ohrid town. 

     If you’re interested in great nightlife, Ohrid is the right place 

for you! One of the most popular places is Cuba Libre Beach 

& Bar, situated by the lake and featuring live music and DJs 

on weekends. There are many other places to go and the 

best way to explore them is to just walk around for a while, 

seeing what you like.  For excellent dining experience and to 

taste Macedonian dishes, we recommend a visit to Biljanini 

Izvori Restaurant, located near the Biljana springs, the 

famous Ohrid attraction. 

The picturesque Ohrid Old Town, 

as well as the Ohrid Lake, is 

protected by UNESCO. Lined with 

little cafés and restaurants and 

boasting pretty churches and 

cobbled streets, Ohrid Old Town is 

a perfect place to grab a drink or 

dinner in hot summer evenings. 

Apart from Orthodox churches, 

the most interesting historical 

sites in Ohrid are the magnificent 

Tsar Samuel’s Fortress, built in the 

end of the 10th century, the 

Roman theatre and the Biljana 

Springs (Biljanini Izvori) that feed 

Ohrid Lake with water. 
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Thank you for reading!

This E-Book was brought to you by the team.at Tour Croatia 
tourcroatia.co.uk | hello@tourcroatia.co.uk 

CLICK HERE TO VIEW OUR MACEDONIA HOLIDAYS >>

+44 (0) 800 292 6026
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